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LEGISLATIVE FIELD HEARING ON H.R. 1442,
TO AUTHORIZE THE DESIGN AND CON-
STRUCTION OF A VISITOR CENTER FOR
THE VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

Wednesday, May 21, 2003
U.S. House of Representatives
Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation, and Public Lands
Committee on Resources
National Mall, Washington, DC

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., on the
Mall, Hon. George Radanovich [Chairman of the Subcommittee]
presiding.

Present: Representatives Radanovich, Peterson, Gibbons,
Christensen, Tom Udall, Cardoza, and Bordallo.

Also Present: Representatives Pombo and Hunter.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Good morning. The Subcommittee on National
Parks, Recreation and Public Lands will come to order. I want to
welcome everybody to the first ever congressional hearing in the
core memorial area of West Potomac Park and the National Mall.
Thank you for being here. Sorry we couldn’t do better with the
weather, but thank God we have a tent.

Before I make my opening statement, I would like to thank the
National Park Service, the National Park Police, and the House
Sergeant at Arms for their help in making this historic hearing
possible.

First, though, we will have a presentation of the colors presented
by the U.S. Park Police.

[Colors presentation.]

Rev. COUGHLIN. As we gather here so close to the sacred wall
that nobly bears the honored names of women and men who gave
their lives in the Vietnam War, we are moved once again to mourn
their loss with their comrades and families. Yet we stand strong
and are invigorated by their witness of bravery and patriotism.
And this we give credit to all the veterans in that memorable con-
flict.

Lord, our faces and the present life of America is mirrored on
this commanding tablet. Let us never forget. Help us to deepen our
wisdom because of its lessons and inspire a new generation of gen-
erous and committed Americans.

As we approach the Nation’s Memorial Day, we remember all
veterans of all wars who defend this country and stand for
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freedom. Strengthen now our efforts of homeland security and for-
tify young men and women in military service. Change the hearts
of people around the world that we might overcome all prejudice
and negative thinking and be instruments in Your hands to build
a world of peace and security. This we pray, for we seek your bless-
ing now and always. Amen.

Mr. RADANOVICH. I want to recognize the Agnon Middle School
from Beechwood, Ohio, the seventh grade class, who let us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. And, also, I want to recognize Reverend Dan-
iel Coughlin, the Chaplain for the House of Representatives, who,
of course, led us in prayer. Thank you very much to all of you who
participated in the ceremony.

Before I begin my testimony, it is—or allow you to begin your
testimony, it is customary at congressional hearings, as is the cus-
tom, I would ask the witnesses to stand and take the oath, please.
If you would please stand and raise your right hands?

[Witnesses sworn.]

Mr. RADANOVICH. Thank you very much. You may be seated, and
we will begin the testimony. Let the record show that all those who
have testified have answered in the affirmative.

STATEMENT OF THE HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA

Mr. RADANOVICH. This morning, the Subcommittee will receive
testimony on H.R. 1442, legislation sponsored by the Committee
Chairman Richard Pombo, of California, which would authorize the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to design a construct a visitor
center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Many in the audience
may not be aware, but back in 1979, Congress authorized the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial Fund to raise the necessary funds to build
a Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The fund met its goal, raising over
$8 million, and on November 13, 1982, the Wall was open to the
public.

Today, over 4.4 million people annually visit the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, the most visited Memorial in our Nation’s capital.
Some come to the Wall that heals to sketch the name of their fallen
mother or father, brother or sister on a piece of paper, while others
come for a solemn moment with a fallen comrade.

Whatever the reason, the magnificent Wall behind me has come
to represent so much to so many who visit it, and I believe most
would agree that it has also become the quietest place in our Na-
tion’s capital.

Today, 58,235 names are inscribed on the Memorial, and while
the names send a strong statement to many, others who were not
born or who were very young during the Vietnam era may today
walk away from the Memorial with more questions than answers.

With that, I yield to the Chairman of the Resources Committee,
my Chairman, Mr. Richard Pombo, for his opening statement.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Radanovich follows:]
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Statement of The Honorable George Radanovich, Chairman,
Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public Lands

Good Morning. The Subcommittee on National Parks, Recreation and Public
Lands will come to order. I want to welcome everyone to the first ever Congressional
hearing in the core memorial area of West Potomac Park and the National Mall.

Before I make my opening statement, I would like to thank the National Park
Service, the National Park Police and the House Sergeant at Arms for their help
in making this historic hearing possible.

First, we will have the Presentation of the Colors presented by the U.S. Park Po-
lice [ Wait for Presentation].

Now, we will have the Pledge of Allegiance, led by the Seventh Grade Class of
the Agnon School from Beechwood, Ohio. Would everyone please stand.

Now, Reverend Daniel Coughlin, the Chaplin for the House of Representatives
will lead us in prayer.

Thank you all for your participation in out opening ceremony.

This morning the Subcommittee will receive testimony on H.R. 1442 legislation
sponsored by our Committee Chairman Richard Pombo of California, which would
authorize the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to design and construct a visitor
center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Many in the audience may not be aware but back in 1979 Congress authorized
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to raise the necessary funds to build the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. The Fund met its goal—raising over $8 million, and on No-
vember 13, 1982, The Wall was opened to the public.

Today, over 4.4 million people annually visit the Vietnam Veterans Memorial—
the most visited memorial in our Nation’s capital. Some come to “The Wall That
Heals” to sketch the name of their fallen mother or father, brother or sister on a
piece of paper while others come for a solemn moment with a fallen comrade. What-
ever the reason, the magnificent Wall behind me has come to represent so much
to so many who visit it. I believe most would agree it has also become the quietest
place in our Nation’s Capital.

Today, 58,235 names are inscribed on the memorial. While the names send a
strong statement to many, to others who were not born or who were very young dur-
ing the Vietnam era, may today walk away from the Memorial with more questions
than answers.

With that, I yield to the Chairman of the Resources Committee, Mr. Pombo for
his opening Statement.

STATEMENT OF THE HON. RICHARD W. POMBO, A
REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF
CALIFORNIA

The CHAIRMAN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Shortly after becoming the Chairman of the Resources Com-
mittee, I was approached by a number of Vietnam veteran organi-
zations asking for my help in making their long sought after vision
of a visitor center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial a reality.
This is a common-sense idea. I decided to introduce the legislation
before us today because I believe too many visitors to this great
Wall behind us walk away not truly knowing the impact the Viet-
nam War had on our country, the men and women who fought in
Vietnam and the lives of those families who lost their mothers and
fathers, sons and daughter.

While I was only a child when the war began, I was a teenager
in 1975 when I watched on television as the last of our troops and
hundreds of civilians were airlifted from the roof of our Embassy
in Saigon. I remember a country at war with itself and no home-
coming for those men and women who had spent months and years
fighting in the most horrendous conditions for the freedom you and
I enjoy today.

Simply put, I believe the Vietnam War represents more than
58,000-plus names on the Wall. Their stories deserve to be told, as
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well as the thousands of other stories that were tied to the war and
its long-term effects on our Nation.

I think the Vietnam Veterans Memorial should offer the visitor
a more comprehensive understanding as to why America first got
involved in Vietnam in the early 1950’s and committed to the con-
flict until 1975. I believe I am correct when I say that the Vietnam
War represents the country’s longest military campaign. It spanned
six Presidential administrations, involved over 3 million Americans
in the Southeast Asia theater, and sacrificed the lives of 52,235
Americans.

Before the hearing, I stood at the Wall and read the inscription,
which reads: “In honor of the men and women of the Armed Forces
of the United States who served in the Vietnam War.” The names
of those who gave their lives and those who remain missing are in-
scribed in the order they were taken from us. I believe they deserve
more.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I will yield back so that we may
continue with the hearing.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Pombo follows:]

Statement of The Honorable Richard Pombo, Chairman,
Committee on Resources

Thank You, Mr. Chairman

Shortly after becoming Chairman of the Resources Committee, I was approached
by a number of Vietnam veteran organizations asking for my help in making their
long sought-after vision of a visitor center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial a re-
ality.

This is a common-sense idea. I decided to introduce the legislation before us today
because I believe too many visitors to this great Wall behind us walk away not truly
knowing the impact the Vietnam War had on our country, the men and women who
fought in Vietnam, and the lives of those families who lost their mothers and fa-
thers, sons and daughters.

While I was only a child when the war began, I was a teenager in 1975 when
I watched on television as the last our troops and hundreds of civilians were air-
lifted from the roof the our embassy in Saigon. I remember a country at war with
itself and no homecoming for those men and women who had spent months and
ye;lrs fighting in the most horrendous conditions for the freedom you and I enjoy
today.

Simply put, I believe the Vietnam War represents more than 58,000-plus names
on The Wall. Their stories deserve to be told as well as the thousands of other sto-
ries that were tied to the War and its long-term effects on our Nation.

I think the Vietnam Veterans Memorial should offer the visitor a more com-
prehensive understanding as to why America first got involved in Vietnam in the
early 1950’s and committed to the conflict until 1975. I believe I am correct when
I say that the Vietnam War represents the country’s longest military campaign—
it spanned six Presidential Administrations, involved over 3 million Americans in
the Southeast Asia Theater, and sacrificed the lives of 52,235 Americans.

Before the hearing I stood at The Wall and read the inscription which reads...“In
honor of the men and women of the armed forces of the United States who served
in the Vietnam war. The names of those who gave their lives and of those who re-
main missing are inscribed in the order they were taken from us.”

I believe they deserve more.

Thank you Mr. Chairman. I yield back my time.

Mr. RApDANOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Before turning time over to Mrs. Christensen, I would ask unani-
mous consent that members not on the Committee be permitted to
sit on the dais for the hearing. Without objection, so ordered.

I now turn to the Ranking Member from the Virgin Islands, Mrs.
Christensen, for any opening statement she may have.
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STATEMENT OF THE HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN, A
DELEGATE IN CONGRESS FROM THE TERRITORY OF THE
VIRGIN ISLANDS

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you for
calling this hearing right here on the Memorial grounds. And you
have made history many times in my association with you on this
Committee, and this is another one.

First, I want to take the opportunity to welcome the young peo-
ple who have joined us and the veterans and the representatives
of the veterans organizations, and to thank all of our distinguished
witnesses for their time and effort to be here today. I know that
you are all here because the Vietnam Veterans Memorial is very
important to all of you, and I know we are all looking forward to
hearing what the panelists before us have to say about the pro-
posal to build the visitor center here.

Let me also say that while the logistics can be a bit complicated,
allowing members to see the actual area on the National Mall that
would be affected by this proposal is invaluable, and I am very
happy that we are able to hold a meeting here.

Any potential changes to this Memorial must be considered very
carefully. This Wall is an incredibly powerful tool for reconciliation
and healing. It is also a permanent record of sacrifice and loss. Mil-
lions of Americans feel a deep personal connection to this Wall, and
we are its stewards. We must consider this and any other proposals
affecting memorials on the Mall carefully.

My own personal experience in coming here with my husband, a
Vietnam War veteran, for his first time more than 30 years after
his service was a very moving one. And I wonder if a visitor center
nearby would not have taken away from that awesome, peaceful,
uncluttered moment when you are just there with the Wall, and
even the people around you disappear—just you and the Wall with
all its deep meaning and poignant memories.

I am not sure I would want to change that, but I am willing to
listen to those for whom the Memorial is really an up-front and
very, very personal experience.

In this instance, a visitor center would allow the National Park
Service and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund to provide visi-
tors to this Wall a context that might further their understanding
of the war. For many of the younger visitors here, this list of more
than 58,000 names inscribed on black granite is certainly moving,
but their personal understanding of and connection to the events
surrounding this conflict are limited. A small underground visitor
center could become a powerful tool in expanding visitors’ connec-
tion with this Memorial and with its subject matter.

Certainly there are technical details to be considered. How best
to design and construct this proposed center so that it will not in-
trude upon this or any other memorial on the Mall, as well as how
best to fund, staff, and maintain the center if it is built must all
be explored. However, these issues can and will be resolved, and
today’s hearing will be very, very helpful in that process.

Again, I want to thank our witnesses here today, and we look
forward to your invaluable input. And, Mr. Chairman, I would like
to ask unanimous consent to enter the statement of the Ranking
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Member of the full Committee, one of the original cosponsors, Con-
gressman Nick Rahall, into the record.

Mr. RADANOVICH. There being no objection, so ordered.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Rahall follows:]

Statement of The Honorable Nick J. Rahall II, Ranking Member,
Committee on Resources

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 1442, sponsored by our Full Committee Chairman, Mr.
Pombo, authorizes the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial Fund, the organization that de-
signed and built the Vietnam Memorial, to design and construct a Visitor Center
for the Wall as well. As an original cosponsor of this measure, along with my friend
Jack Murtha, I fully support this legislation and am pleased that you are holding
this important hearing today.

While the Vietnam War was a difficult, divisive and bloody chapter in American
history, the Memorial to those who served during that war has become a catalyst
for reconciliation and healing.

At the time of its construction, many wondered if such a simple, stark memorial
was appropriate and even those who fully supported Maya Lin’s brilliant design
could never have imagined the powerful effects this Wall would come to have.

Millions of visitors each year leave millions of heartfelt tributes at the wall but,
more important, each visitor leaves having been touched forever by their visit.

However, as the war itself fades further into our history, more and more of the
visitors to the Wall have no personal connection with Vietnam. We should encourage
young people, born after the war, to visit the Wall and learn about the sacrifice in-
volved in defending democracy. And we should continue to hope that these young
people will have no personal experiences of war.

At the same time, however, these younger visitors must be provided some context
for their visit. A small, underground visitor center at the Wall will allow people
some understanding of the circumstances surrounding the Vietnam War and provide
a glimpse of the intense emotions so many Americans still feel when Vietnam is
mentioned.

In addition, this visitor center proposal is particularly appropriate given the vast
collection of items left at the Wall, some of which could be displayed in this new
facility.

The Wall memorializes the more than 58,000 men and women who, as President
Lincoln said about a different group of soldiers, gave the “last full measure of
devotion” for this nation.

But the Wall has always been about those who survived the war and those who
seek to understand the war years later, as well. The addition of this visitor center
will provide an important new tool in accomplishing each of these valuable missions.

I want to thank our witnesses for their time and effort to be here today and I
look forward to continuing our efforts to see H.R. 1442 enacted.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Thank you, Mrs. Christensen.

Are there any others on the panel wishing to make an opening
statement before we go to the witnesses? Ms. Bordallo?

STATEMENT OF THE HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO, A
DELEGATE IN CONGRESS FROM THE TERRITORY OF GUAM

Ms. BORDALLO. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I am rep-
resenting the Territory of Guam. I am a proud cosponsor of this
legislation and believe it is important for us to authorize the estab-
lishment of a visitor and interpretive center to complement the
Memorial Wall.

This center will stand to educate generations of young Ameri-
cans, and we must ensure that the war experience, the honor, the
service, and the sacrifice of our veterans is remembered for
generations to come.
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Guam contributed in high numbers in the Vietnam War and en-
dured the most military casualties of native sons per capita in the
United States.

I want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank the witnesses
who have come here to testify today, and I look forward to their
testimonies.

Mr. RApaNOVICH. Thank you, Ms. Bordallo.

Any other members wishing to make any statement? Mr. Udall?

STATEMENT OF THE HON. TOM UDALL, A REPRESENTATIVE IN
CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

Mr. Tom UDALL. I am very interested in hearing the witnesses,
so I am just going to be very brief.

I think that there are individuals that are here that have worked
a long time to see this wall become a reality, and I applaud them
for their efforts. I, too, as our Ranking Member here said, want to
hear the proposals consider them carefully, and do everything we
can within the structure that is applicable today to make this a re-
ality.

So thank you to all of you for coming, and I would waive any fur-
ther time so we can get to this distinguished panel of witnesses we
have.

I yield back, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. RADANOVICH. Thank you, Mr. Udall.

Anybody else wish to make an opening statement? If not, we will
go right to our panel. I want to thank the gentlemen for being here
today to testify on this issue.

As is customary in hearings, we usually have a little clock here.
Actually, it is not a clock. It is a set of lights, just like a traffic
light. Green means go, yellow means speed up, and red means stop.
So we are going to try to abide by the 5-minute rule, although I
want to make sure that every information that is necessary to get
into the record is had. So if you can abide by the clock, I won’t
gavel you down or anything, but I might remind you if you go quite
far beyond.

And if you don’t mind, I may interrupt some folks during the
hearing because of the jets going overhead if it gets to be a little
bit too loud and if I think that people aren’t able to hear. I think
we got a good mike system. I think we will be OK, but just in case,
I want to let you know.

Joining us today is Mr. Robert Duvall, who is an actor, from Mid-
dleburg, Virginia; also Mr. Stanley Karnow, who is a Pulitzer Prize
journalist from Potomac, Maryland; Mr. James Kimsey, founding
CEO and Chairman Emeritus of America Online, from Washington,
D.C.; and Mr. Peter Prichard, who is the President of the Freedom
Forum in Arlington, Virginia.

Gentlemen, again, thank you very, very much. We will start with
5 minutes’ testimony from each, and then we will open up the
panel for questions by the members. So, Mr. Duvall, welcome very
much, and thank you for being here. And if you would like to begin
your testimony, we would be anxious to hear it.
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STATEMENT OF ROBERT DUVALL, ACTOR,
MIDDLEBURG, VIRGINIA

Mr. DuvALL. Mr. Chairman and members of the House Re-
sources Committee, I am honored to be here, and I am honored to
show my support for a visitor center at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial. I am the son of a career naval officer. My father first
went into the United States Naval Academy when he was just 16
years old. He was the youngest of his class, youngest captain in the
Navy during World War II.

I learned love of my country from my father, and the love of
country also made me a veteran of the United States Army. So love
of country, where else can we see this love more vividly than at
this place? Over 58,000 citizens have their names engraved here.
Who is not moved by these names? Who is not moved by these
heroes?

So let us pass this bill. America’s youth will someday see the
photographs of the brave soldiers who did their duty for our coun-
try in a privately funded visitor center. This may become the most
profoundly memorable educational experience in Washington, D.C.,
as the experience of the center works in synergy with the
Memorial.

This is the third time Congress has tried to pass this bill. The
third time. Mr. Chairman, I salute you for your dedication to fi-
nally getting this job done.

There were those who two decades ago did not want this
Memorial on the Mall, but the wisdom of the Congress prevailed,
thankfully. Now we must complete the task. And as this Memorial
has evolved from “The Wall That Heals” to “The Wall That Edu-
cates,” America’s youth must have the opportunity to learn patriot-
ism and sacrifice at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Every decent American I know agrees with me when I say there
is nothing to fear in the precedent of educating youth that will be
set by this visitor center. Good education is never dangerous.
Young Americans could and should have learned about patriotism
and sacrifice at the Wall with a visitor center long ago. I especially
thank the President of the United States and National Park Serv-
ice Director Fran Mainella for support of this concept.

Actually, I had a great line from “Apocalypse Now,” where I
played Lieutenant Colonel Bill Kilgore, and the line was, I quote—
it is not the one that you think it is, but “Some day this war is
gonna end.”

In a profound sense, the societal impact of that war is not over.
The Vietnam War changed our country and has ongoing implica-
tions for all Americans. Yet here at this sacred site, those who took
opposing views stand united in respect for the citizens whose
names are engraved. And this is where we must have the visitor
centers—right here at the Wall.

This is a historic day, a historic hearing at the site of the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial. A visitor center for America is closer to
becoming a reality.

I was moved at looking at the young people here today. I think
we all are, because future leaders of our country are here to peti-
tion Congress.
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There is a visitor center at the Jefferson Memorial and the Lin-
coln Memorial, and one is planned for the Washington Monument
as well.

Yet Vietnam veterans have to wage this struggle again and again
for this noble cause. So I am pleased to be a part of it and again
salute the wisdom of this Committee.

The youngsters here deserve to learn; they deserve to learn right
here, not anywhere else but right here. This is what this hearing
is about. It is about America’s youth. They are here today peti-
tioning Congress, so this hearing is about American democracy.

We are the land of the free and the home of the brave. We are
also a land which is at war with terrorists who want to destroy our
civilization, period. Some of these youngsters may have to serve as
soldiers to defend our Nation in the future. Hopefully note.

I end today with a quote from Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Ad-
dress: “It is for us the living to be here dedicated to that cause for
which they gave their last full measure of devotion—that we here
rightly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain, that
this Nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom and that
government of the people, by the people, and for the people shall
not perish from the earth.”

The spirits of the soldiers on this Memorial speak to us today
with the sound of a thousand trumpets as they echo the words of
the prophet Isaiah: “Open ye the gates that the righteous nation
which keepeth the truth may enter in.”

So I urge all efforts to pass H.R. 1442. Let’s bring about this vis-
itor center. We owe it to those who are on this Memorial. We owe
this to our fellow citizens. We owe it to those who are too young
to know.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Duvall follows:]

Statement of Robert Duvall, Actor, Middleburg, Virginia

Mr. Chairman and Members of the House Resources Committee.

I am honored to show my strong support for a Visitor Center at the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial. I am the son of a career naval officer. He taught me love of coun-
try. That love of country also made me a veteran of the U.S. Army.

Love of country. Where else can we see this love so vividly than at this place?
Over 58,000 citizens have their names engraved here. Who is not moved by these
names, these heroes?

Let us pass this bill. America’s youth will someday see the photographs of the
brave soldiers who did their duty for our country in a privately funded Visitor Cen-
ter. This just may become the most profoundly memorable educational experience
in Washington, D.C. as the experience of the Center works in synergy with the
Memorial.

This is the third time Congress has tried to pass this bill. Mr. Chairman, I salute
you for your dedication to finally getting this job done.

There were those who two decades ago did not want this Memorial on the Mall.
But the wisdom of the Congress prevailed. And thankfully. Now we must complete
the task. As this Memorial has evolved from The Wall that Heals to The Wall that
Educates—America’s youth must have the opportunity to learn patriotism and sac-
rifice at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

Every decent American I know agrees with me when I say there is nothing to fear
in the precedent of educating youth that will be set by this Visitor Center. Edu-
cation is never dangerous. Young Americans could and should have learned about
patriotism and sacrifice at The Wall with a Visitor Center long ago. I especially
thank the President of the United States and National Park Service Director Fran
Mainella for support of this concept.

I had a great line from Apocalypse Now—where I played Lt. Colonel Kilgore.
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The line: “Some day this war is gonna end.”

In a profound sense the societal impact of the war is not over. The Vietnam War
changed our country and has ongoing implications for all Americans. Yet here at
this sacred site—those who took opposing views stand united in respect for the citi-
zens whose names are engraved. This is where we must have the Visitor Center.
Right here at The Wall.

This is a historic day. This is a historic hearing at the site of the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial—a Visitor Center for America is closer to becoming a reality.

I am moved as I look at the young people here today—future leaders of our coun-
try are here to petition Congress.

There is a visitor center at the Jefferson Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial. A
visitor center 